
 
 

 

Summer is just around the corner!  
Do you know what else is right around the corner?  

 
RPS Library’s summer reading program, that’s what! It is like no other summer reading program 
you have ever experienced anywhere!  
 
 
Who: For ALL RPS students (those entering Kindergarten in the fall of 2018 to those preparing to 
go to McDowell- NO student is excluded!!!) 
 
What: Our theme this year is JUNGLE. We will gather together to read a JUNGLE book and do an 
activity based on the book. Afterwards, students will be given time to read and test! (Please see 
the back for a list of books and activities!) 
 
Requirements: Students must read and test (take an AR test or write a 3-5 sentence summary) on 
a MINIMUM of 6 books. Students who read at least 12 books and pass the tests on them will be 
entered into a drawing for a $50 gift certificate to the fall book fair. Students who complete the 
required reading will be rewarded with a fun jungle party at the end of the summer (July 30th).  
 
When:  

• June 11 (6-7 pm) 
• June 18 (11 am-12 pm) 
• June 25 (6-7 pm) 
• July 9 (11 am-12 pm) 
• July 16 (6-7 pm) 
• July 23 (11 am-12 pm) 
• July 30 (5-7 pm) FINAL CELEBRATION! 

 
Where: RPS Library 

 
If you are interested in participating, just show up at any summer reading 

event! You can come to as few or as many as you want! 
 

Please let me know if you have any questions concerning the summer reading program.  
E-mail: julie.gullett@russellind.kyschools.us 
Phone: 606-834-9700 

 
 

Parents must 
stay with the 

student during 
the event! 



Jungle Books and Activities: 
 

 
 

June 11 (6-7 pm) 
 

 
Who Took My 

Banana? 

Summary: An orangutan wishes to have her favorite breakfast – a banana. But it is gone 
from where she had kept it! Who took her banana? This starts a trek through the 
rainforest as she inquires of a variety of exotic animals if any of them has taken her 
banana. From a mamba snake to a tapir, a sloth, a spotted leopard to an elephant, a 
crocodile to a toucan and a bunch of monkeys, none seems to have taken the banana. All 
the while she dreams in rhyme of why she loves bananas. The mystery is solved when she 
returns to her nest. Who took her banana? You’ll have to read the book to find out. 
 
Activity: Like the character in the book, students will have to search out ingredients 
around the library and then use them to make a yummy treat- banana pudding cookie 
cups.  

 
 

June 18 (11 am-12 pm) 
 
 

Gorilla Loves 
Vanilla 

Summary: Sam's Sundaes is far and away the best place on Jelly Bean Street to get your 
favorite ice cream flavor! One day, five animals dash through the door, hoping little Sam 
Sundae will whip up the ice cream treat of their dreams. Stinky blue cheese for mouse, 
fish finger ice cream for cat, squirmy wormy ice cream for chicken, muddy ice cream for 
hippo, and daisy/grass/dandelion ice cream for cow all seem like excellent choices for 
each ice cream dreamer. That is, until Gorilla walks in and asks for the most surprising 
choice of all!  
 
Activity: Students will get to experiment with different ice cream toppings such as mud 
(chocolate syrup), monster boogers (gummy bears), or mouse poop (chocolate chips) 
and make an ice cream sundae to enjoy!  

 
June 25 (6-7 pm) 

 
 

Chameleon’s 
Colors 

Summary: Chameleon is tired of constantly changing colors. He blends in wherever he 
goes and no one ever sees him! Hippo, however, is envious of Chameleon. He would love 
to be a different color. Surprisingly, all of the other animals in the jungle would, too! So, 
Chameleon sets to work painting strips on the lion and polka-dots on the elephant. He 
uses every color and pattern under the sun. But, as the animals soon learn, changing 
their original appearance causes problems they never expected. 
 
Activity: Students will get to create jungle animals with mixed up colors and patterns like 
they do in the book.  

 
July 9 (11 am-12 pm) 

 
 

The Tiptoeing 
Tiger 

Summary: Everyone knows that tigers are sleek, silent, and totally terrifying . . . most 
tigers, that is. But no one is afraid of Little Tiger. He’s just too small and clumsy to 
frighten anyone. Determined to prove that he is terrifying, Little Tiger sets out on tiptoe, 
creeping through the forest to find someone to scare. He gets yawned at and laughed at, 
but Little Tiger won’t give up. Is there any animal in the forest who will find him just as 
sleek, silent, and totally terrifying as the bigger tigers? 
 
Activity: Students will get to play Balloon Minefield. They will tiptoe through a box of 
balloons without popping any. The goal is not to scare anyone or themselves!   

 
July 16 (6-7 pm) 

 

Giraffes Can’t 
Dance 

Summary: Giraffes Can't Dance is a tale of Gerald the giraffe, who wants nothing more 
than to dance. With crooked knees and thin legs, it's harder for a giraffe than you would 
think. Gerald is finally able to dance to his own tune when he gets some encouraging 
words from an unlikely friend. 
 
Activity: Students will get to make a dancing giraffe and then make him dance! 

 
July 23 (11 am-12 pm) 

 
 

The Greedy 
Python 

Summary: In this humorous story about manners, respect, and friendship, a greedy 
python eats every creature he comes across in the jungle. From a tiny mouse to an 
enormous elephant, the devoured animals eventually befriend one another in the belly of 
the snake, where they team up and kick the inside of the python until he spits them out. 
Rather than learning his lesson, the python sticks to his greedy ways. When he spots his 
own tail and mistakes it for food, he swallows himself and...disappears! 
 
Activity: Students will get to become a jungle animal by wearing a mask and will play 
parachute games as if they were stuck inside the python’s belly.  

 
July 30 (5-7 pm) 

 

That’s Mine 

Summary: After a frog discovers an egg and takes possession, a series of increasingly 
larger jungle animals also claim it for their own. 
 
Activity: In the book, the characters don’t know what kind of animal is in the egg they find. 
Similarly, the students will be given a frozen egg with a creature buried inside. They will 
have to melt the egg to find out what jungle creature is in their egg. 

 


