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Discipline and Classroom Management Policy 

POLICY STATEMENT 
 
 
 
 

The faculty and principal implement the local school district code of acceptable 
student behavior and discipline.  Copies of the local district code shall be 
distributed to all staff prior to the beginning of each school year, and to all parents 
upon enrollment of their child each year.  The school council shall automatically 
adopt any subsequent amendments to the code by the local board of education. 
 
See attached discipline and student management guidelines. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Russell-McDowell Intermediate School Discipline Procedures 14.00 
 

DISCIPLINE PROCEDURES 
 
 The classroom teacher and the principal will handle most discipline problems.  In some 
cases, students may be referred to the counselor to resolve conflicts or handle situations on an 
individual basis. 
 Many times, student behavior can be resolved by the classroom teacher through 
teacher/parent communication and conferencing with students and the PBIS Model.  When the 
behaviors become habitual, or are severe in nature, Russell-McDowell will refer to the following 
violations, flow chart, and consequences to handle student behavior.  
 Due to the nature of certain offenses, removal of field trip privileges, detention, or 
suspension may be assigned.   
  
 

VIOLATIONS AND CONSEQUENCES 
 

CLASS I VIOLATIONS 
 
*Electronic Devices *Public display(s) of affection 
*Integrity  *Skipping/Truancy 
*Loitering  *Tobacco 
*Gambling 
 
First Offense     Repeated Offenses 
This violation may result in a detention  This violation may result in a suspension or 
      Alternative Educational Placement (AEP) 

 
CLASS II VIOLATIONS 

 
*Assault on another student *Theft or Damage to Property 
*Breaking of State Law  *Threatening Action or Verbal Threat of Violence 
*Bullying   *Trespassing 
*Disrespect  
*Disruptive Behavior/Disruption of School  
*Fighting     
*Harassment    
*Failure to comply with directions of school personnel 
 
First Offense     Repeated Offenses 
This violation may result in detention,  This violation may result in AEP or  
AEP, or suspension    suspension 
 

CLASS III VIOLATIONS 
 

*Assault on another student (causing serious injury) 
*Assault on school personnel, employee, or another adult who is not a student 
*Assault involving a weapon 
*Bomb Threats or Hoax and False Fire Alarms 
*Firearms and/or Explosive Devices 



 
* Narcotics, Alcoholic Beverages, Controlled Substances, Chemicals, & Drug Paraphernalia 
*Sexual Harassment 
*Weapons/Dangerous Instruments other than Firearms 
*Starting a Fire 
 
This violation will result in an out-of-school suspension for up to ten (10) days; possible notification of 
offenses to the proper law enforcement agency, and may result in expulsion. 
 

 
 

 
DEFINITIONS 

 
CLASS I VIOLATIONS 
 
Gambling 
Playing a game for stakes, a wager, or a bet. 
 
Electronic Devices 
Electronic devices, including but not limited to, Game Boys, CD Players, PSP's, pagers and cellular 
telephones, I-Pods, will not be displayed on school premises during the school day. 
 
Integrity 
Cheating, plagiarism, falsification of assignments and signatures, violation of software regulations, 
copyright laws, and inappropriate computer access are considered integrity violations. 
 
Loitering 
Students who loiter at any school after the close of the school day without specific need or supervision and do not 
leave when instructed to do so will be charged with loitering. 
 
Public Display(s) of Affection 
The act(s) of kissing and caressing on school grounds or during school events. 
 
Skipping/Truancy 
Each student will adhere to the school schedule except when excused by the principal or a teacher 
authorized to excuse a student. 
 
Tobacco 
Use of any tobacco product or possession of tobacco or tobacco paper in any school building or school 
vehicle at any time or on the school premises. 
 
CLASS II VIOLATIONS 
 
Assault On Another Student 
Assault is the threat of causing or attempting to cause physical injury to another student or intentionally 
behaving in such a manner as could reasonably cause physical injury to any student. 
 
Bullying 
The acts of teasing, frightening, threatening, or intimidating other students. 
 



 
Disrespect 
Disrespect is the failure to show deferential regard for, esteem, or honor to all school personnel. 
 
Disruptive Behavior/Disruption Of School 
Disruptive behavior constitutes any physical or verbal action which could or does substantially disrupt, 
disturb, or interfere with the peace, order, and/or discipline within the learning environment or during any 
school-related activity and verbal, physical, or visual forms of a sexual nature that create a hostile or 
abusive educational environment for other students. 
 
Failure To Comply With Directions Of School Personnel 
Students shall comply with all appropriate or reasonable directions of principals, teachers, substitute 
teachers, student teachers, teacher aides, bus drivers, and all other school personnel who are authorized to 
give such directions during any period of time when they are subject to the authority of such school 
personnel. 
 
Fighting 
Fighting is the act of hitting or kicking another student or other person. Any action, comments, or written 
messages intended to cause others to fight or which might reasonably be expected to result in a fight will 
be considered the same as fighting. A student who is attacked may use reasonable force in self –defense 
but only to the extent to free himself/herself from attack and notify proper school authorities. A student 
who exceeds this reasonable force may be disciplined even though he/she may not have provoked the 
fight. 
 
Harassment 
The acts of causing worry to, tormenting, or being an annoyance to another student or person. 
 
Theft Or Damaging Property 
Theft is stealing, attempting to steal, or possessing stolen property. Damage is intentionally damaging, or 
attempting to damage, any school property or private property while under school jurisdiction. 
 
Threatening Actions/Verbal Threats of Violence Or Extortion 
Threatening actions or extortion include language that threatens force of violence and any sign, or action 
which constitutes a threat of force or violence toward any school employee, other student, or any other 
person. 
 
Trespassing 
Trespassing is the presence of any student on the campus of another school in the Russell Independent 
School District during the school day without the knowledge and consent of the officials of the school 
he/she is visiting. Any student who has been suspended from school will be considered trespassing if 
he/she appears on school property during the suspension period without the express permission of the 
principal. 
 
Breaking Of State Law 
The breaking of a state law, while under the supervision of the school, that is not specifically covered in 
other areas of the Code Of Conduct. 
 
 
 
CLASS III VIOLATIONS 
 
Assault On Another Student (Causing Serious Physical Injury) 



 
Assault is the threat of causing or attempting to cause serious physical injury to another student or 
intentionally behaving in such a manner as could reasonably cause serious physical injury to any student. 
 
Assault On School Personnel, Employee, Or Other Adult Who Is Not A Student 
Assault is the attempt to cause physical injury to any school official, employee, or adult who is not a 
student or behavior that could reasonably cause physical injury to any school official, employee, or adult 
who is not a student. 
 
Assault Involving A Weapon 
Assault with a weapon or other object that could reasonably be considered a weapon. 
 
Bomb Threats Or Hoax And False Fire Alarms 
Communicating a report, while knowing or having reason to know the report is false, that there is located 
on any school premises a device designed to cause damage or destruction by explosion, blasting, or 
burning. Placing on any school premises with the intent of perpetrating a hoax, any device which would 
appear to a reasonable person to be a bomb or similar instrument capable of causing injury and/or 
damage. Students will not initiate a false fire alarm on any school premises. 
 
Firearms And/Or Explosive Devices 
The handling or transmitting, whether openly or concealed, any gun, rifle, pistol, or any other firearm of 
any kind or explosive device on school property or at school-sponsored activities. 
 
Narcotics, Alcoholic Beverages, Controlled Substances, Chemical and Drug Paraphernalia 
The possession, use, or transfer of any narcotic drug, hallucinogenic drug, amphetamine, barbiturate, 
marijuana, or any other controlled substance (to include alcoholic beverages, malt beverages or fortified 
wine, or other intoxicating liquors) is prohibited. The possession, use, or transfer of drug paraphernalia or 
counterfeit drugs or inhaling or ingesting any chemicals or products with the intention of bringing about a 
state of exhilaration or euphoria or of otherwise altering the student’s mood or behavior is also prohibited. 
 
Sexual Harassment 
Unwelcome sexual advances and sexually motivated physical contact are sexual harassment.  Verbal, 
physical, or visual forms of a sexual nature that create a hostile or abusive educational environment for 
other students are also sexual harassment. 
 
Weapon/Dangerous Instruments Other Than Firearms 
Handling or transferring, whether openly or concealed, any BB gun, stun gun, air rifle, air pistol, 
facsimile of a gun, bullet, knife, ice pick, dagger, slingshot, leaded cane, loaded cane, sword cane, 
machete, switchblade knife, blackjack, metallic knuckles, razors and razor blades, or any other object that 
can reasonably be considered a weapon or dangerous instrument.  
 
Starting A Fire 
Intentionally starting a fire or attempting to start a fire. 
 
 
 
 
 

General Guidelines 
 

1. Students are expected to use common sense, courtesy, and consideration in all situations at school 
and at school related activities. 



 
2. Students will walk in the halls. 
3. Students are expected to be as quiet and orderly as possible during class changes. 
4. Students will keep hands and feet to themselves. 
5. Students will use polite words. 
6. Students will share and play well. 
7. Students will respect the property of others. 
8. Students are expected to keep their school as neat and clean as possible. 
9. Restrooms are to be kept neat and clean and free from abuse. 
10. Use of improper language at school or school-related activities is not permitted. 
11. Any instructor has the authority to prohibit the chewing of gum in his/her individual classroom. 
12. Student lockers, cars, desks, book bags, purses, or other personal belongings may be searched 

by the principal or designee if there is reasonable cause to do so.  
 
 

PLAYGROUND EXPECTATIONS 
Russell-McDowell Intermediate School students will: 
1. stay inside the play area 
2. follow safety instructions 
3. line up when told to do so 
4. use equipment properly 

LUNCHROOM EXPECTATIONS 
 
 

Russell-McDowell Intermediate School students will: 
1. stay in your seat 
2. raise your hand if you need anything 
3. use an indoor voice with those around you 
4. take all trash when you leave 
5. walk at all times 
 

AFTERNOON BUS EXPECTATIONS IN THE CAFETERIA 
 
 

Russell-McDowell Intermediate School students will: 
1. stay in your assigned line or area 
2. stay seated  
3. use an indoor voice with those around you 
4.  do not eat or drink while waiting for the bus 
 
 

BUS RIDER EXPECTATIONS 
Russell-McDowell Intermediate School students will: 
1. stay seated at all times until the bus arrives at its stop 
2. keep their arms, head, feet, legs, and belongings inside the bus 
3. follow the rules and expectations of their bus driver 



 

4. use polite words 
5. respect the property of the bus and take care of the bus 
6. behave properly at the bus stop 
 
 

MORNING GYM EXPECTATIONS 
Russell-McDowell Intermediate School students will: 
1. sit in the assigned line facing the teacher’s name 
2. have a book to read or study materials need for class to review 
3. use an indoor voice 
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